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In this part of your training all the parts of a boat will be given a 
name. The name will be explained in relation to the purpose of 
the part and what relationships it has with other parts of a boat. 

You can see from the following picture of Te Hokuli, a Hawaiian 
traditional double hull waka, there are many different parts 
relating to rigging, hull&deck and steerage. 

 

 

 

We will be learning the Pakeha and the Maori terms for these 
parts and we will use our own waka, Rakaunui, to label and 
define them. 

The canoe was called "waka." "Waka Ama" was a single-hulled 
canoe with an outrigger; "waka hourua" was a double-hulled 
canoe. The various parts of a canoe had the following names: 

Waka pītau; (noun) fishing canoe with a carved figurehead and 
vertical stern piece. 

Waka tauā; (noun) war canoe. 
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aukaha: braided or twisted cord used in lashing the canoe.   

ama: float on an outrigger canoe; port hull of a double canoe. 

tauranga: harbor, port, cove; canoe harbor or anchorage 

Punga: anchor, to anchor 

Hoe: a paddle; to paddle 

Kaho: arched crossbeams which fasten the floater (ama) to the 
hull in an outrigger canoe 

Taura: line; rope 

Rākau whakapakoko (noun) wooden spar, stout pole. 

Hēra (loan) (noun) sail of a boat. 

Tere (verb) to float, drift, swim, flow, travel, glide, sail. 

Rere (verb) (-a) fly, flow, flee, sail, leap, escape, go into action 
(any gliding movement), rush, run, race, descend. 

Taurapa (noun) stern-post (of a canoe).   

Whakarei  1. (verb) (-a) to ornament, embellish. 

        2. (noun) carved bow or stern of a canoe. 

Kei (noun) stern (of a boat or canoe). 

Tā  (noun) stern (of a canoe). 

Tapuae (noun) footprint, tread, the flat part at the extreme stern 
of a canoe. 

Tapuwae  (noun) footprint, tread, the flat part at the extreme 
stern of a canoe. 

Waka pītau  (noun) fishing canoe with a carved figurehead and 
vertical stern piece. 

Waka tētē  (noun) fishing canoe with a carved figurehead and 
vertical stern piece. 

Urungi  1. (verb) (-tia) to steer. 

        2. (noun) rudder, steering paddle, driver, navigator. 
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Ue (verb) (-a,-tia) to steer, push, shove, shake, steer (with a 
paddle). 

Tia  (loan) (verb) (-ina) to steer, steering. 

Rewa   1. (verb) to be elevated, high up, float. 

2. (noun) mast. 

Rewa rua  (noun) schooner, brig - any ship with two masts. 

Pūrengi  (noun) stay, rope, guy (supporting a mast), support. 

Kōhiwi  (noun) skeleton, corpse, trunk (of a tree), body (of a 
canoe), hull (of a canoe)  

Takere  1. (stative) be partly filled. 

        2. (noun) bottom, hull (of a canoe). 

Tīwai  (noun) trunk, main stem (of a tree), canoe without 
attached sides, hull, dugout. 

Riu  (noun) bilge (or hull) of a canoe, hold (of a ship), valley, 
basin, belly. 

Rauawa  (noun) attached sides of a canoe above the hull (coving). 

Teki  (loan) (noun) deck. 

Rahoraho  (noun) platform, floor, deck. 

Kāraho  (noun) floor, deck, platform in a canoe. 

Kaimahi kāraho  (noun) deckhand - person employed to work on 
a ship's deck. 

Pakokori  (noun) deck house (of a large canoe). 

Papatakahi (noun) deck. 

Ihu (noun) nose, snout, prow, bow (of a boat/canoe). 

Tauihu (noun) bow, prow, figurehead (of a canoe). 

Mauī   1. (stative) be on the left hand, left side, port side. 

2. (noun) the left; left hand, port side of waka. 
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Kōrapa (verb) to turn to the left (port) (instead of the right 
(starboard)), 

Nuku mauī (verb) to move left, port, indent left. 

Katau   1. (stative) be on the right hand, starboard.  

2. (noun) right hand, right-hand side; the right 
hand, the right-hand side, starboard side. 

Matau  1. (stative) be on the right hand, right, starboard. 

2. (noun) the right hand, right-hand side, starboard 
side. 

Nuku matau (verb) to move right, indent right, move to 
starboard. 

Niao (noun) gunwale - upper side walls of a canoe, gunwale. 

Rikini (loan) (noun) rigging - shrouds, stays, etc. of a vessel. 

Whakaripi  (verb) to beat about, tack (in sailing). 

Whakaripiripi (verb) to beat about, tack (in sailing) repeatedly. 

These are not all the terms that could be expressed in Te Reo 
maybe you will find more and add to the list as you progress in 
your course. 

Useful web site is http://www.boatingbasicsonline.com/ 

Te Reo Tangaroa: 
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